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IS IT REALLY CHRISTMASTIME? Already? Again? Is today 

really December 1st?  Well – as you know the answer to all those rhetorical 

questions is YES! And, part of me wants to “skip Christmas” this year.  I 

sure hope some of you are honest enough to agree with me – if just in the 

quietness of your own being. You don’t even have to verbalize it anymore; I 

have just done that for you.   

 

Yesterday, at church, I got to hear the sheer enthusiasm of a college kid talk 

about the upcoming celebration of Christmas.  My first response was, “Your 

young and don’t know any better!”  Then this young man, Chris, began to 

expound on how astounding it was that the God of the universe became 

man, to enter our world, to save us, to redeem us, to love us to the fullest.  

As he spoke, my eyes began to fill with tears, as I realized in a fresh new 

way, Jesus did this for me.  He didn’t just come for Chris – He came for 

Reina. He came to save Reina.  He came to redeem Reina. All because He 

loves Reina.   

 

I gotta tell you that my heart is a bit more excited about Christmas coming. I 

don’t have to have any gifts under the tree this year – I (and you too!) have 

already been given the most amazing gift of all!  I have been given a Savior, 

the only Savior, the Savior that loves me, that rejoices over me with singing, 

the Savior that longs to quiet me with His love (Zephaniah 3:17).   

 

I got a glimpse this year of that kind of love when I watched our oldest, Jay, 

behold his beautiful bride, Diana, walk down the aisle in September.  For 

me, that was the clearest visual I have ever experienced of Jesus’ love for 

me….and for you too!   The minute the music began to play, with just the 

anticipation of Diana coming to him, Jay began to weep.  His tears were 

those of joy, of ecstatic joy.  The joy that comes from a long awaited dream, 

now becoming a reality.  I’m telling you that boy is in love with his 

precious Diana! 

 

And, what scripture teaches is that Jesus is even more in love with us, His 

bride.  One day, there is going to be a much bigger wedding take place – the 

wedding feast of the Lamb.  When Jesus gets to finally marry His bride, the 

church. I can only imagine Jesus, the bridegroom, even now weeping over 

us with tears of joy, rejoicing over us with singing, longing to quiet our 

hearts with His deep and abiding love.   

 

And, none of this would be true if He hadn’t come to the planet.  So, heck 

yea – I am ready to celebrate Jesus birthday in 24 days!  Thanks Chris for 

reminding me in a fresh new way of why Christmas is such a big deal!  

Thanks Jay for giving me the picture of Jesus love for me! Thanks Jesus for 

loving me like you do! It’s a reality I cannot get over. 

 

Christmas blessings to each of you and yours, 

Reina (for all the cherries) 

p.s. Don’t miss the smile on Diana’s face!  

      

 



 

 

 

Mark your calendar for events in 2009! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  
                                 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The heart of this ministry is to go into 
locker rooms, weight rooms, conference 
rooms, playing fields, and family rooms 
and pour the gospel on coaches and 
their families.  Our chief aim is to build 
deep relationships and walk beside them 
as they shape their families and 
students.  We remind and encourage 
them about their true purpose, that the 
impact of Jesus Christ on their lives, the 
lives of their student athletes, and their 
families is an eternal one.  Thank you for 
partnering with us this past year, we are 
truly grateful. 
 

More info to follow after the New Year. 
WomenĴs Beach Retreat    April 17

th
 ï 19

th
  (tentative) 

MenĴs Retreat             April 24th=26th   
Coaches Clinic                   end of April 
Marriage Retreat                June 5th ı 7th 
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